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✓ Learning Objective;
This section is aimed to raise awareness of maritime doctors on casualties likely to happen onboard. Upon 
completion of this section, trainers will be able to: 

• What is Marine Casualty?
• Explain what is Accident, Incident and Injury 
• Familiarize on most common types of marine casualties 
• Contributing Factors of Accident Events
• Deviation of Injuries and Fatalities 



What is Marine Casualty?
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Key Figures for 2011-2018 (EMSA, 2019)

(Llyods List Inteligence Casualty Statistics ,2020)
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Marine casualty:
Definition; an event, or a sequence of events, that has resulted in any of the following which has occurred directly in 
connection with the operations of a ship:

- the death of, or serious injury to, a
person

- the loss of a person from a ship - the loss, presumed loss or
abandonment of a ship
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Marine casualty:

- material damage to a ship - the stranding or disabling of a ship- severe damage to the environment
brought about by the damage of a ship
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Explain what is Accident, Incident and Injury 

• Marine Accident: Any marine casualty or marine incident. Accidents may be classified (in order of 
severity) as follows: 

✓ Very serious casualties
✓ Serious casualties
✓ Less serious casualties

• Marine incident :means an event, or sequence of events, other than a marine casualty, which has
occurred directly in connection with the operations of a ship that endangered.

• Serious injury means an injury which is sustained by a person, resulting in incapacitation where the 
person is unable to function normally for more than 72 hours, commencing within seven days from 
the date when the injury was suffered.
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Familiarize on most common types of marine casualties 
Casualty events:

capsizing

collision

Damage to ship or equipment 
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Familiarize on most common types of marine casualties 

Casualty events:

Fire

Flooding
Grounding

Hull Failure
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Familiarize on most common types of marine casualties 

Distribution of casualty events with a ship (EMSA, 2019)
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Deviations: Marine casualties and incidents related to ‘occurrence with person(s)’ are classified as ‘deviations’. 

Body movement under or with 
physical stress

Body movement without any 
physical stress

Breakage, bursting, splitting, fall, 
collapse of material agent

Deviation of Injuries and Fatalities 
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Deviation of Injuries and Fatalities 
Deviations:

Deviation by overflow, overturn, leak, 
flow, vaporization, emission

Deviation due to electrical problems, 
explosion, fire

Loss of control of machine, means 
of transport, handling equipment, 
handheld tool, object, animal
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Deviation of Injuries and Fatalities 
Deviations:

Slipping - Stumbling and falling - Fall of persons Shock, fright, violence, aggression, threat, presence



Deviation of Injuries and Fatalities 
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Causes of 
accidents to 
persons 
(EMSA, 2020)
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